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REF: ADDIS ABABA 13474 (NOTAL) 
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LESOTHO HICOMER MABATHOANA, FORMER PERMANENT SECRETARY 
FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, WHO HAS JUST RECENTLY TAKEN UP HIS 
POST IN LONDON. MABATHOANA EXPRESSED DEEP DISMAY OVER 
THE OAU RESOLUTION SAYING THAT AN EMBARGO WOULD BE A 
DISASTER FOR HIS COUNTRY. HE WAS SURE THAT OTHER MAJOR- 
ITY RULED NATIONS IN THE AREA WOULD BE BADLY HURT ALSO, 
ALTHOUGH PERHAPS NOT TO THE SAME DEGREE. HIS PARTICULAR 
CONCERN WAS FOR THE FATE OF LESOTHO'S NATIONAL DEVELOP- 
MENT SCHEME WHICH IS JUST ABOUT TO BE LAUNCHED. WITH 
OIL SUPPLIES SHARPLY REDUCED, THE PROGRAM WILL COME TO 
A DEAD HALT, HE SAID. 

2. WHILE NOT CRITICAL OF ANY PARTICULAR OAU STATE, 
MABATHOANA DID NOTE POINTEDLY THAT IT WAS TOO BAD THAT 
ZAMBIA, WHILE STRONG ON RHETORIC, COULD DO NOTHING 
PRACTICAL TO HELP BLACKS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

3. MABATHOANA DEPLORED FACT THAT CASE FOR HIS PEOPLE 
HAD NOT BEEN MADE VERY EFFECTIVELY AT OAU COUNCIL OF 
MINISTERS MEETING. HE SAID IT WAS HIS INTENTION TO 
CONVENE MEETING OF HIGH COMMISSIONERS OF MALAWI AND BLS 
STATES IN LONDON TO CONCERT THEIR EFFORTS TO INFLUENCE 
OTHER OAU REPRESENTATIVES IN LONDON AS WELL AS OIL 
SUPPLIERS NOT TO TAKE ACTIONS WHICH WOULD DO IRREPARABLE 
HARM TO SOUTHERN AFRICAN BLACKS. 

ANNENBERG 
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